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SY 2016 - 2017 BPS Formative Assessment Update

Boston Public Schools is pleased to announce its new formative assessment partnership with Measured
Progress and [lluminate Education. Over the last several months, the BPS Office of Data and Accountability
and Office of Academics and Professional Learning have been working diligently with the BPS community to
determine the needs of the district and finalize new assessment resources.

In order to provide educators and students with access to the highest-quality test items, the district has
contracted with Measured Progress to provide rigorous, standards-aligned content. Users will access all
testing and reporting, including Measured Progress items, via the [lluminate platform. The new joint
partnership will deliver three interim assessments in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics in
grades 3-12, as well as the ability to create custom assessments.

Measured Progress has been developing high-quality items and assessments for over 30 years, including the
development and design of Massachusetts’ MCAS program, PARCC, and Smarter Balanced assessments. With
a “quality-over-quantity” approach, the Measured Progress content is developed by the same experts behind
the Next Generation MCAS and PARCC assessments. Schools will have access to more than 10,000 ELA and
Mathematics items for students in grades 3-12, including performance assessment tasks and technology-
enhanced items.

Along with the content bank, schools will have the option of administering three interim assessments in ELA
and Math. Interims will be administered online in consideration that the Next Generation MCAS is designed
to be taken on a computer and the expectation that MCAS be fully administered statewide via computer-
based testing in 2019. Each interim will be aligned to BPS scope and sequence documents. Teachers may use
the item bank to create custom assessments for a broad range of skills or for a particular cluster or standard.

All content will be accessible through the easy-to-use online Illuminate Education platform. This includes
the interim assessments, formative content bank, assessment creation tools, automatic and custom data
reports, and parent and student portals. [lluminate works with over 1,500 districts and maintains a 99%
client retention rate. [lluminate also offers the option for custom reporting for other assessment data,
including the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System (BAS), PALS, EVT, and others. Grading for
machine-scored items may be done through a scanner or using a computer webcam, with data reports
generating instantly. Another customizable feature of the platform is the ability to model Next Generation
MCAS accessibility features.

As stated in the 16/17 Preliminary Assessment Calendar, Superintendent Chang and his Senior Leadership
have decided to put a pause on mandating a single set of interim assessments that all or specific groups of
schools will administer. Instead, each school will need to identify what formative assessments they believe
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https://www.measuredprogress.org/
https://www.illuminateed.com/why-illuminate/
http://www.bostonpublicschools.org/cms/lib07/MA01906464/Centricity/Domain/238/Preliminary%20SY16-17%20Assessment%20Calendar_090716_KtoHS.pdf

will best support their instructional goals in SY 2016-17. Schools will be required to administer and use
common formative assessments at each grade level (in English Language Arts and Mathematics) in their
schools for students in grades 3-12. Each school’s assessment plan should enable staff to understand and
analyze student learning, provide feedback to students, and adjust instruction accordingly. Details on
professional development for implementing the new formative assessment system will be communicated
shortly in preparation for the first interim assessment window.

Page 2

Boston Public Schools Boston School Committee City of Boston
Tommy Chang, Superintendent Michael D. O’Neill, Chair Martin J. Walsh, Mayor




P
/Pub

SEPTEMBER 2016

BOSTON Office of

lic Schools | Daw &
Focus on Children | Accountability

2016-2017 BPS Assessment Calendar

Preliminary

FOR GRADES K-2

September / October 2016

SIM|T|W([THfF]S Sept19-Oct21  DIBELS (K-2) S|IM|T|W([THIF]S
11213 Sept19-Oct21  PALS (K1) T{2[3]4
als|s|7FEqe [0 Sept 19-Oct21  LAP-D (KO-K2 students new to BPS) Sléel 789 ]10fMn
1211314151617 12113 14[15[16]17] 18
1811912021 |22]23]24 November 2014 1912021 [22|23]24] 25
25|26 | 27 (2829 | 30 Oct31-Nov 18  EVT (KO-K2) 26127 |28
S|{M|T|W|TH| F | S Jan 5-Feb 8 ACCESS for ELLs (K-12) S|M|T|WI|TH| F [ S
1 1]12]|3]4
2|3l4]5]6[7]8 February / March 2017 5lel7[8]9]10n
911011 ]12]13]14[15 Jan23-March 3 DIBELS (K-2) 1211314151617 )18
16117 18] 19]20] 21| 22 19120 (2122232425
23|24 252627 |28]29 May / June 2017 2612712829 |30] 3
May 8 - June 9 DIBELS (K-2)

NOVEMBER 2016 May 8 - June 9 PALS (K1) APRIL 2017
S|{M|T|W|TH| F | S May 8 - June 9 EVT (KO-K2) S|IM|T|WI|TH| F [ S
0(31]123|4]5 1
S| 7187|1011 12 More information on Early Childhood assessments can be found here: 23456 7]|8
1311415116171 18] 19 http://bpsearlychildhood.weebly.com/progress--assessment.html o l1o0l11li12l13114] 15
20 (212223 | 24125 | 26 *= First/Last Day of School (or day 180) ¥ =First day for Kindergarten 16 (1718191202122
27 (2812930 DIBELS 23| 242526 27]28]29

The ACCESS for ELLs Test
Additional administration details LAP-D EVT

DECEMBER 2016 can be found on the DESE website.

sImltlwlmlels PALS No School

1213 0|1 ]123|4]5]5¢
41567 ]8]9]10 7189 ]wo]n|i2f13
nf12]13f14)15(16]17 1415|1617 ]18] 19|20
1819|2021 [22[23]24 21|22 23| 24| 25| 26 | 27
252627 [ 28] 29 [ 30] 31 s|o|0|s| |
.
S[M|[T|W|TH|F|[Ss S(M|[T|W]|TH|F|Ss
112|3|4|5[6]7 11213
gl9|10f11f12]13]14 4|s5|6|7]8]9]10
15116171819 |20 21 11211314 f15]16]17
22 23|24|25 26| 27| 28 1819 20*5\"22 23 | 24
29|3o|31| 25|2627 (28|29 30

Last updated June 29, 2016
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2016-2017 BPS Assessment Calendar

FOR GRADES 3-8

FEBRUARY 2017

S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S SIM|T|W]|TH| F | S
1 213 1 23| 4
als|6|7hego [0 October / November 2014 Sfef7zf8]o|0mn
{1213 141511617 Oct3-0ct 12 TerraNova (AWC) Gr3-5 ELA Math 12131415116 17]18
18 (19 (20 (21 [ 22123 | 24 Oct31-Nov 10 Inferim Assessments* Gr3-8  ELA Math, History (6-8 only) 19 (20 [ 211221232425
25126 127128]29]30 26| 27|28
December 2016
OCTOBER 2016 Dec 12- Jan 6 Interim Assessments* Gr3-8  ELA, Math, History (6-8 only) MARCH 2017
S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S SIM|T|WI]TH| F | S
1 1 23| 4
2134|5678 January / Februqry 2017 5167189210
91101111213 14]15 Jan 5-Feb 8 ACCESS for ELLs K-12 1211311411516 |17 |18
161171181920 21|22 Feb 27 - Mar 17 Interim Assessments* Gr3-8  ELA, Math, History (6-8 only) 191202112223 24] 25
2324252627 28]|29 2627128129 ]30] 31
NOVEMBER 2016 March 2017 APRIL 2017
S M|[T(W(TH S Mar 31 MCAS-ALT Gr3-8 Deadline for submission S M[T(WITH| F|S
3031 1 213 4]5 1
61718l 9li10)11]12 213141561738
13114 15[ 16[17[ 18] 19 April / May 2017 9 [1ofnfr2f13]14]15
2021122232425 26 Apr 3 - May 3 MCAS Gr 3-8 ELA 1611711812120 | 21 | 22
27 (28129 30 Apr 4 - May 26 MCAS Gr3-8 Math 2312412512627 |28]29
Apr 5 - May 26 MCAS Gr5,8 Science
DECEMBER 2016
S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S S|IM|T|W]|TH| F | S
1 213 30| 1 213|4]5]¢
415161789110 71891011 ]12]13
1211314151617 141151161718 19| 20
1819|2021 |22[23] 24 2122|2324 25| 26|27
25126127 |28]|29]30| 31 28 29| 30| 31
S|IM|T|W]|TH|F|S i? = First/Last Day of School (or day 180) S{M|T|W]|TH| F|S
1123 45]6]|7 For addtional information on T12(3
s o ol Talsls the Acfcr:‘ZSé é(sjé Etés st?tSet. check No School MCAS T sl5 o
150161171181 19|20 21 * Interim assessments are likely to be optionalin ICAS Al 1121131411516 17
terms of the dates of administration and Advanced Work Clas A
22|23 24| 25| 26|27 |28 assessment tools Used in SY 2016-17. (AWC) 18 [ 19 | 2092122 [ 23 | 24
2913031 * Dates for Paced Interimes are tentative and are subject to change 25126127128]29|30

Last updated Nov. 21, 2016
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FOR GRADES 9-12

October / November 2016

FEBRUARY 2017

S[M]T[W]|TH|F IS Oct 19 PSAT/NMSQT Gri10-11 S M[T(WITH| F|S
! 2 (3 Oct31-Nov 10  Interim Assessments* Gr9-11*  ELA, Math, History T12]3]|4
48|67 H8q9 [0 Nov 2- 4 MCAS Retest Gri11-12 ELA Sléef7 890N
nfi12f13f14]15]16]17 Nov 9 - 10 MCAS Retest Gri1-12 Math 12(13[14]15]16]17] 18
1811912021 ]22)|23]|24 19120121 |22]23]|24]25
2512627 |28]29|30 26|27 |28
December 2016
OCTOBER 2016 Dec 12-Jan 6  Inferim Assessments* Gr9-11*  ELA, Math, History
SIM|T|WI|TH| F | S
1 112]3 T
213 (4]5[¢]7]8 January / February 2017 Sléef7)8 910N
9 L1of11 12131415 Jan5-Feb 8 ACCESS for ELLs K12 12(13[14[15]16]17] 18
16 (1711811912021 |22 Feb 6-7 MCAS (Feb 9 Makeup) High School Biology 19202112223 (24|25
23 (2425126272829 Feb 27 - Mar 17 Interim Assessments* Gr9-11*  ELA, Math, History 26 (2712812930 |31
APRIL 2017
SIM|T|WI|TH| F | S March 2017 SIM|T|W]TH| F
301311 |2]3]| 4 T Mar 1 - Mar 7 MCAS Retest (March 8 Makeu Gr 11-12  ELA and Math 1
671892 10]11]12 Mar 21 MCAS (March 30 Makeup)  Gr 10 ELA Composition 2131456718
131141151617 18]19 Mar 22 - 23 MCAS (Apr 3 Makeup) Gri10 ELA Reading Comprehension 9 1101111213 14115
20| 21| 22| 23 (24125 ] 26 Mar 31 MCAS-ALT Gr9-12  Deadline for submission 16117118 (19120 ] 21 | 22
27128129 |30 23|24 |25|26]27|28]29
DECEMBER 2016 May 2017
S[(M[T|W|TH|F[S May 16 - 17 MCAS (May 23 Makeup) Gri10 Math S(M[T|W|TH|F[S
1 213 30| 1 213141516
415161718910 71819 1101111213
1112113141516 17 June 2017 141151161718 |19|20
181192021 ]22(23] 24 June 5-6 MCAS (June 8 Makeup) HS Science 211222324 )25(26)27
2512627 |28]29]30| 31 28129 | 30| 31
JANUARY 2017
* = First/Last Day of School (or day 180) SIM|T[W]THI F IS
T2 |314|85|6]7 For addtional information on 112|383
8192 (10)11]12]13] 14 Q]Zﬁffizsgégg El;ésbtsiset N sehool e 415161718910
15016117118 ] 19|20 21 * Interim assessments are likely to be optional in MEAS Al 1112113141516 17
terms of the dates of administration and PSAT A
22(23)124(25]126|27|28 assessment tools used in SY 2016-17. 18119 | 20p2g 22| 23 | 24
29 [ 30| 31 * Dates and assessment grades for Paced Interimes are tentative and are subject to change 25(2612728]29]30

Last updated Nov. 21, 2016



